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Is cervical cancer screening based on HPV testing
with cytology triage as safe as perceived ?

A Safety of screening depends on accuracy of the
test, risk of disease and screening coverage

A Screening coverage (acceptance of invitations)
depends on perceptions of accuracy and risk

A Preceptions depend on information provided
by the NHS and the way it is promoted by the
media (probably including social media)



Current information about HPV testing

Al nformation about 6s mea
t he websites of NHS can
(cervical cancer) Trust which provides a link to
Cancer Research UK cervical cancer mortality
and incidence statistics and refers to an article by
Peto et al. (Lancet 200
epi demic that screening

Www.|ostrust.org.uk/about-cervical-cancer/cervicat
screeningsmeartestand-abnormal-cells
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Current information about HPV testing

A With all this largely positive information, why
IS the public perception of the effectiveness of
cytological screening rather negative? At least,
In the UK?



Comparison between cytological screening
and new technology

A Every new development (automation, liquid
based cytology, vaccination, HPV testing) is
promoted as being bette
which is persistently secalled although the UK
has moved to LBC for most of the last decade

A Accuracy of conventional screening has stood
up well in all UK trials compared with new
technology (e.g. HART, TOMBOLA,
MAVARIC, ARTISTIC)



Comparison between cytological screening
and new technology

A Vaccination is promoted as preventing 75% of
Invasive cervical cancers, which is about the
same as achieved by cytological screening

A However, vaccination will prevent
precancerous changes as well as cancers and

will reduce the prevalence of abnormalities
which is why primary HPV testing is being

Introduced




Media information about HPV testing

A Recent proposal to introduce HPV testing after
successful pilot site programmes has been
reported by the BBC and newspapers,
Including the Daily Mall, with several rather
negative messages about cytological screening

A Several questions can be raised about
comments in these reports, and answered by
examining the statistics available on the Cancer
Research UK website
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The NHS in England is intfroducing a "superior” test for cervical cancer, following a successful
pilot programme.

Experts say it is a switch that could pick up an extra 600 cancers a year.

Experts say testing for "risky” HPV infections will help prevent more cervical cancers, as it can pick up the
cancer-causing infection before any abnormalities can develop or be seen in the cells of the neck of the
womb (the cemvix).

Women who test negative for HPV can be advised that their rick of cancer is incredibly low and remain on
the routine screening schedule.

Public Health Minister for England Jane Ellison said: "These changes are a breakthrough in the way we
test women for cervical disease. The new test is more accurate, more personal and will reduce anxiety

AIMang Women.
oir Harpal Kumar, of Cancer Hesearch UK, said the change was a welcome one.

"The need for improvements to the cervical screening programme was set out in the cancer strateqy for
England last year, 20 it's good to see progress being made,” he said.
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| Incredibly low? With a false negative rate of
The NHS in Engl aful

pilot programme around 5-15%

Experts say it is a switch that could pick up an extra 600 cancer

Experts say testing for "risky” HPV infections will help prevent more cery
cancer-causing infection before any abnormalities can develop or be seen |
womb (the cemvix).

Women who test negative for HPV can be advised that their risk of cancer is incredibly low and remain on
the routine screening schedule.

Public Health Minister for England Jane Ellison said: "These changes are a breakthrough in the way we
test women for cervical disease. The new test is more accurate, more personal and will reduce anxiety
AMOng Women.
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England last year, 20 it's good to see progress being made,” he said.
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The NHS | A brief look at the Cancer Research UK statistics
piletProgn - available on their website demonstrates how successful
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Daily Mall

Millions of women to be offered new
cervical cancer test which could

prevent 600 new cases a year

- From tomorrow, Government will begin using test in surgeries and clinics

- Should be available nationwide in two years' time, it was announced today
« The new test is far more accurate than the current smears women undergo
« Works by identifying the HPV virus which triggers nearly all tumours

By SOPHIE BORLAND HEALTH EDITOR FOR THE DAILY MAIL
PUBLISHED: 16:47, 4 July 2016 | UPDATED: 01:48, 5 July 2016



Daily Mall

The new test is a more accurate version of the smear and identifies whether the HPV
virus is present in cells, which is behind 97 per cent of tumours.

If this is found, women would be sent to have more frequent checks and if necessary
surgery to remove abnormal cells before they have the chance to grow into tumours.

It is far more accurate than the current smear test which relies on cell experts in the
lab, cytologists, looking down a microscope to check for abnormalities.

This is very subjective and has led to tumours being missed as well as other healthy
women undergoing surgery needlessly.
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Accuracy Is defined by sensitivity and
specificity of finding the condition itself |y necessary
or one can be treated to prevent it  |intotumours.
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It is far more accurate than the current smear test which relies on cell experts in the
lab, cytologists, looking down a microscope to check for abnormalities.

This is very subjective and has led to tumours being missed as well as other healthy
women undergoing surgery needlessly.
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It is far more accurate than the current smear test which relies on cell experts in the
lab, cytologists, looking down a microscope to check for abnormalities.
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This is very subjective and has led to tumours being missed as well as other healthy
women undergoing surgery needlessly.
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The new test is a more accurate version of the smear and identifies whether the HPV
virus is present in cells, which is behind 97 per cent of tumours. 5

If this is found, women would be sent to have more frequent checks and if necessary
surgery to remove abnormal cells before they have the chance to grow into tumours.

It is far more accurate than the current smear test which relies on cell experts in the
lab, cytologists, looking down a microscope to check for abnormalities.

This is very subjective and has led to tumours being missed as well as other healthy
women undergoing surgery needlessly.
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A new test for cervical cancer to be
offered to millions of women should
prevent hundreds of cases each year.

From tomorrow, the Government will
begin rolling out the test in surgeries
and clinics and it should be available
nationwide in two years' time.

The new test is far more accurate than
the current smears and works by
identifying the HPV virus which triggers
nearly all tumours.

Experts hope it will prevent 600 cancers
a year and save lives by flagging up
abnormalities long before tumours have
had the chance to appear.

There are around 3,000 cases of cervical
cancer in the UK a year and it is most

) Cervical cancer leads to 900 deaths a year in
common in women under the age of 45.  the UK. The reality TV star Jade Goody lost

her life to the illness in 2009 at the age of just
Sadly, it leads to 900 deaths a year and 27

many of the victims are young women in
their 20s and 30s embarking on careers
or starting families.
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Jade Goody was first
screened when she was
under 25 years of age,
her cytology test (LBC)
was abnormal, she
admitted that she did
not take the advice she
was given, and

she had no complaint
WIth the NHS CerviCal | mevk mereaity v ser s coodytont

. her life to the illness in 2009 at the age of just
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